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POOLESVILLE DOWNTOWN BUSINESSES

RESTAURANTS
R1 	 Bassett’s Fine Food & Spirits
	 19950 Fisher Avenue	 301-972-7443
	 Homestyle American cooking, bar menu, weekend brunch.	
R3 	 Cugini’s Restaurant and Bar
	 19616-H Fisher Avenue	 301-349-5800
	 Pizza, pasta, subs, and variety of craft beers and full bar. 
R4 	 Dunkin’ Donuts/Baskin Robbins
	 19710 Fisher Avenue	 301-407-9139	
R5 	 House of Poolesville
	 19611 Fisher Avenue	 301-349-2935
	 Chinese & Japanese cuisine, bar, happy hour specials, and live music.	
R6 	 Kristopher’s Pizza
	 19710-A Fisher Avenue	 301-349-0000
	 NY-style pizza, wings, gyros, subs, salads, and pasta. 
R7 	 Locals Restaurant/Farm Market
	 19929 Fisher Ave. (parking off Elgin Road/Rte.109)	 301-367-3879
	 Local food, bakery, fresh produce, breakfast and lunch, and coffees.
R8 	 McDonald’s
	 19630 Fisher Avenue	 301-349-5920
	 Hamburgers, premium grilled sandwiches.	
R9 	 Mexican Grill
	 19710-K Fisher Avenue	 301-349-0010
	 Casual dining featuring traditional favorites.
R10 	Subway
	 19710-B Fisher Avenue	 301-349-4000
	 Fresh subs and salads.
R11 	Thai Commons
	 19635 Fisher Avenue	 240-234-0707
	 Family-owned, authentic traditional Thai cuisine. Carry-out only.

R12 	The Healthy Hub
	 19942 Fisher Avenue	 240-489-3481
	 Healthy protein smoothies, energy teas, hydration, and fruit slushies.

GIFT SHOPS / RETAIL
S1 	 All About Equestrian

	 19961 Fisher Avenue	 301-349-3990
S2 	 Calleva River Store and Farm Market

	 19936 Fisher Avenue	 301-216-1248	
S3 	 Dollar General
	 19961 Fisher Avenue	 240-523-4272	
S4 	 Poolesville Hardware
	 19961 Fisher Avenue	 301-428-8925
S5 	 Sugar Pea Vintage
	 19960 Fisher Aveue	 240-787-7778
S6 	 The Friendly Thrift Shop
	 17710 Elgin Road 	 240-220-0629	
S7 	 The Sweet Lemon

	 19710 Fisher Avenue	 570-357-3085
S8 	 Tractor Supply Company
	 19610 Fisher Avenue	 301-407-0307.

BEER, WINE, AND SPIRITS
B1 	 Montgomery County Spirits
	 19710 D Fisher Avenue	 301-773-2016
B2 	 Village Beer and Wine	
	 19710-G Fisher Avenue	 301-428-8888
B3 	 Poolesville Beer and Wine	
	 19716 Fisher Avenue	 301-972-8300
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ATM / BANKS
A1 	 ATM (inside King Gas & Convenience Store)

	 17700 Elgin Road	 301-968-204
A2 	 CitiBank ATM (inside CVS)
	 19594 Fisher Aveue	 800-627-3999
A3 	 M&T Bank
	 19616 Fisher Avenue, Suite M	 301-349-3828

HEALTH & FITNESS
H1 	 Anytime Fitness
	 19942 Fisher Avenue	 240-489-3214
H2 	 Glad-i-Yoga
	 20005 A Fisher Avenue	 301-758-3983
H3 	 Poolesville Athletic Club
	 17610 West Willard Road	 240-489-3223
H4 	 Poolesville Self Defense
	 20010 Fisher Avenue	 240-418-2856
H5 	 RPC Fitness
	 17610 West Willard Road	 240-668-4055
H6 	 The Local Method Barre Studio
	 20010 Fisher Avenue, Suite J	 302-518-4240
H7 	 TOP Gym
	 19616 Fisher Avenue, Suite K	 240-961-7000

MEDICAL / PHARMACY
P1 	 CVS Pharmacy	

	 19594 Fisher Avenue	 301-349-9800
P2 	 Drs. Pike & Valega, DDS	
	 19601 Fisher Avenue	 301-834-1753	
P3 	 Poolesville Family Practice	
	 19710 Fisher Ave, Suite J	 301-972-7600	
P4 	 Poolesville Physical Therapy	

	 19628 Fisher Avenue, Suite A	 301-349-5443
P5 	 Poolesville Vision	
	 17600 W. Willard Road	 301-916-3214

ARTS / CLASSES
C1 	 Essence Dance Studio
	 19710-E Fisher Avenue	 240-489-3021
C2 	 Riverworks Arts Center
	 17617 W. Willard Ave	 301-690-9337

GAS STATION S
G1 	 King Gas & Convenience Store
	 17700 Elgin Road	 301-968-204	
G2 	 Poolesville Liberty Gas, Diesel & Convenience Store
	 20021 Fisher Avenue	 240-489-3052	
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POOLESVILLE ARE A BUSINESSES

Boyds Country Store
15110 Barnesville Road	 301-972-1797
Small, country-style store featuring ice, organic produce, beer, wine, 
and fishing gear.
Comus Restaurant & Beer Garden 
23900 Old Hundred Road	 301-349-2015
Dining room and beer garden, family and pet-friendly.
Dickerson Market and Gas/Diesel
22145 Dickerson Road	 301-349-5789
Gasoline and diesel. Convenience store with deli and great fried chicken.
Farm and Home Services (Poole’s General Store)
16315 Old River Road	 301-948-5372
Southern States distributor for feed, lawn and garden, propane and 
more. Delivery available. 
The Market at Deere Valley
22919 Dickerson Road, Dickerson	 301-349-2510
Local farm-raised beef, pork, lamb, chicken, and more. Dairy products 
and ice cream.
White’s Ferry Grill
24801 White’s Ferry Road, located at White’s Ferry.	 301-250-3077
Breakfast meals, sandwiches, subs, and grab-and-go items

WINERIES AND DISTILLERIES
Crossvines Bistro–Winery	 crossvines.com
16601 W. Willard Road, Poolesville	 301-428-8143
Rocklands Farm Winery	 rocklandsfarmmd.com	
14531 Montevideo Road, Poolesville	 301-825-8075
Song Dog Farm Distillery	 songdogdistilling.com
18100 Bucklodge Road, Boyds	 301-513-9500
Sugarloaf Mountain Vineyard 	 smvwinery.com
18125 Comus Road, Dickerson	 301-605-0130
Trippy Goat Distillery	 trippygoat.com
20311 Beallsville Road, Beallsville	 301-650-0044
Windridge Vineyards	 windridge.wine
15700 Darnestown Road, Darnestown	 301-750-9463

Locations of these businesses can be found on larger area map.
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LOCATOR KEY
C4	 Alden Farm 
D4	 Bally Cliff Farm
F3	 Black Hill Regional Park
E3	 Boyds Country Market
E6	 Bretton Woods
G2	 Butler's Orchard
	 C&O Canal 

(Runs parallel to the Potomac River)
E6	 Calleva Boating
F2	 Clarksburg Premium Outlets
E1	 Comus Beer Garden 
D6	 Congressional Polo
C5	 Crossvines Bistro
B3	 Dickerson Conservation Park 
C3	 Dickerson Market 
C4	 East Oaks Farm
B5	 Edwards Ferry/Lockhouse 25
E6	 Farm & Home Services (Poole’s General Store)

D5	 FarmAtHome
D4	 Four Streams Golf & Dining Club  

(Membership required)
D5	 Homestead Farm 

C5	 Izaak Walton League  
(Membership required)

C4 	 John Poole House & General Store
D4	 Kingsbury’s Orchard 
D6	 KPC Peace Park
D4	 Lewis Orchards 
B4	 Calleva Farm—Markoff’s Haunted Forest
D6	 Mckee-Beshers Wildlife 

Management Area 
C2	 Monocacy Aqueduct 
C3 	 Monocacy Cemetery and  

Monocacy Chapel 
C4	 Old Town Hall Bank Museum
C4	 One Acre Farm
C3	 Owens Park 
D6	 Plow and Stars Farm 
E6	 Poole's Store
C5	 Poolesville Golf Course at Crossvines 
C5	 Poplar Springs Animal Sanctuary
D3	 The Potomac Hunt
D2	 R.B. Savage & Sons Farm
E6	 Riley’s Lock
E6	 Rocklands Farm Winery
B1	 Rocky Point Creamery

C4	 Sarah E. Auer  
Western County Outdoor Pool 

E6	 Seneca Schoolhouse Museum 
C4	 Seneca Polo Club
E4	 South Germantown Recreational  

Park—MD Soccerplex and  
Germantown Indoor Swimming

D5	 St. Paul's Community Church
D1	 Sugarloaf Mountain 
D1	 Sugarloaf Mountain Vineyard  
E4	 The Lodge at Little Seneca Creek 
C2	 The Market at Deere Valley
D3	 Trippy Goat Distillery
D3	 Upper Montgomery County VFD
E6	 Violette’s Lock
B4	 Warren Historic Site 
C4	 Whalen Commons/BandShell
B4	 White’s Ferry Recreation Area
E5	 Windridge Vineyards
C3	 Woodstock Equestrian Park



POOLESVILLE ARE A ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES

BICYCLING 
Numerous options include rural roads, C&O Canal Towpath, and local parks and trails.

CULTURAL ARTS
• Fine Arts Festivals and Shows    • Local Artist Studio Tours  
• Drama Productions    • Summer Movies and Concerts    • Ballet Productions

EVENT AND RETREAT CENTERS
Izaak Walton League of America (Membership required)
See listing under Parks and Outdoor Activities
The Lodge at Little Seneca Creek	
See listing under Parks and Outdoor Activities	
Warren Historic Site 	
See listing under Heritage Sites

EQUESTRIAN
There are many equestrian facilities with different disciplines in the Poolesville area. 
Most offer boarding, training, and lessons. An online search will provide the farm names 
and locations. 
Congressional Polo Club	 congressionalpolo.com
14660 Hughes Road, Poolesville	 240-812-1912
Polo lessons, Polo Academy, horse leasing, and chukkers. Free Sunday tailgates, see 
calendar for exceptions.
Seneca Polo Club	 senecapoloclub.org
20760 White’s Ferry Road, Poolesville	 301-471-0454
Weekend games, intro clinics, polo lessons, and chukkers. Spectators/tailgaters welcome.
The Potomac Hunt	 potomachunt.com
21315 Peach Tree Road, Dickerson	 301-972-8760
Home of the Potomac Hunt Races. Fox chases, events, shows, and more. 
Woodstock Equestrian Park	
	 montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/woodstock-equestrian-special-park
20207 Darnestown Road, Beallsville (off Rte. 28)	 301-972-9396
16 miles of public equestrian and hiking trails. Outdoor riding and cross-country trails.

HERITAGE SITES
Canal Quarters	 canaltrust.org
Step back in time with an overnight stay in one of six historic C&O Canal lockhouses. 
Lockhouse 25 is located at Edwards Ferry along the canal.	
Heritage Montgomery	 heritagemontgomery.org
Heritage Tourism Alliance. A wealth of information at your fingertips. Heritage sites, 
activities, dining, and more.	 301-515-0753
John Poole House and General Store	 historicmedley.org
19923 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville	 301-972-8588
A one-room log store built in 1793. Served as the first Poolesville post office. Now an 
interpretive museum. 
Monocacy Cemetery and Monocacy Chapel
19801 West Hunter Road, Beallsville	 301-349-5176
The 13-acre Monocacy Cemetery contains gravestones dating back to the 1700s.
Old Town Hall Bank Museum (Formerly Town Hall)	 historicmedley.org
19933 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville	 301-972-8588
Originally built in 1908 as the Poolesville National Bank, the building was deeded to the 
Town in 1967 and is owned by Historic Medley District, Inc. 
Seneca Schoolhouse	 historicmedley.org
16800 River Road, Poolesville	 301-972-8588
Built in 1865 of beautiful Seneca sandstone and operated as a one-room schoolhouse 
until 1910. Now an interpretive museum. 
St. Paul’s Community Church	 www.sugarlandproject.org
14730 Sugarland Lane, Poolesville
This historic African American church was built by freed slaves in 1893 and is still in 
use. The cemetery contains graves of freed slaves; the earliest grave dates to 1871.
Sugarloaf Regional Trails	 sugarloafregionaltrails.org
Excellent online source for Trail Guides through historic Montgomery County and the 
Sugarloaf Mountain rural areas.
Warren Historic Site
22625 White’s Ferry Road, Dickerson	 301-972-7263
African American church, school, and fraternal benefit hall dating to the late nineteenth 
century. Available for special occasion services, weddings, funerals, and meetings.

PARKS AND OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
Black Hill Regional Park montgomeryparks.org/facilities/regional_parks/blackhill
20030 Ridge Drive, Boyds	 301-972-3476
1,843-acre park and Little Seneca Lake. Picnic areas, playgrounds, dog park, trails,  
fishing, and boat rentals.	
Bretton Woods (Golf and Dining) (Membership required)	 bwrc.org
15700 River Road, Germantown	 301-948-3357
C&O Canal	 nps.gov/choh 
Located along the Potomac River. Enjoy historic structures, museums, hiking, biking, 
and camping.	
Calleva Summer Camp	 calleva.org
13015 Riley’s Lock Road, Poolesville	 301-216-1248
Choose from day programs for children to week-long high adventures for teens.  
Age appropriate activities for kids from ages 4-17. 	
Calleva Liquid Adventures	 calleva.org
13015 Riley’s Lock Road, Poolesville	 301-216-1248
Whitewater kayaking on the Potomac River and the surrounding area.
Dickerson Conservation Park

montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/dickerson-conservation-park/
20700 Martinsburg Road, Dickerson	 304-acre park, fishing, hiking, public hunting. 
Four Streams (Golf and Dining) (Membership required)	 fourstreams.com
19501 Darnestown Road, Beallsville	 301-349-2900
Izaak Walton League of America (Membership required)	 bcciwla.org
20601 Izaak Walton Way, Poolesville	 301-349-2203
Kunzang Palyul Choling (KPC) Peace Park	 tara.org
18400 River Road, Poolesville	 301-710-6259
A 65-acre, public, nature-filled, Buddhist, and spiritual sanctuary. Walking trails and 
meditation gardens.
The Lodge at Little Seneca Creek

montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/lodge-little-seneca-creek/
14500-A Clopper Road, Boyds	 301-299-5026
Event center surrounded by 26 acres of wooded parkland.	
McKee-Beshers Wildlife Area	 dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/central/mb.asp
Located on River Road, this 2,000-acre tract offers hiking, biking, nature viewing, 
birding, and hunting.	
Monocacy Aqueduct  

ps.gov/choh/learn/historyculture/themonocacyaqueduct.htm
21115 Mouth of Monocacy Road, Dickerson
Boat ramp, hiking, biking, restrooms.
Owens Park
19900 Beallsville Road, Beallsville
Baseball fields, tennis courts, basketball courts, tot lots.
Poolesville Golf Course at Crossvines	 crossvines.com/golf/
16601 W. Willard Road, Poolesville	 301-428-8143
South Germantown Recreational Park and Maryland Soccerplex
	 montgomeryparks.org/facilities/south_germantown/
18041 Central Park Circle, Boyds	 301-670-4660
Sugarloaf Mountain	 sugarloafmd.com
7901 Comus Road, Dickerson	 301-869-7846
Hiking and horse trails, picnic tables, grills, and bathrooms.
Whalen Commons/Bandshell	 poolesvillemd.gov
19701 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville
Park, band shell, rest rooms. Summer movies, concerts, private parties.
White’s Ferry Recreation Area	 whitesferrygrill.com
24801 White’s Ferry Road, Dickerson	 301-250-3077
Fishing, picnics, canoe and jon boat rentals, and a convenience store.

SWIMMING
Germantown Indoor Swim Center
18000 Central Park Circle, Boyds	 240-777-6830
Sarah E. Auer Western County Outdoor Pool

montgomerycountymd.gov/rec/thingstodo/aquatics/outdoor.html
20151 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville	 301-349-2217
Four outdoor swimming pools. Open Memorial Day to Labor Day. 



POOLESVILLE ARE A ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES

LOCAL FARMS
Bally Cliff Farm	 ballycliff.com
18330 Darnestown Road, Poolesville	 240-375-7279
A historic farm and rustic barn indoor/outdoor event venue for large or small groups.
Deere Valley Farm 	 deerevalleyfarms.com
22919 Dickerson Road, Dickerson 	 301-349-4020
Local farm-raised beef, pork, lamb, chicken, and more. Dairy products and ice cream.
East Oaks Farm	 eastoaksfarm.com
21524 White’s Ferry Road, Poolesville	 301-980-3319
CSA, hay, produce, eggs, flowers, plants, and local honey. Contact us for hours.
FarmAtHome	 farmathome.com
15350 Partnership Road, Poolesville	 240-372-0674
Pick-your-own blueberries. Late June through Late July. Open Weekends 8am-2pm. 
Homestead Farm	 homestead-farm.net
15600 Sugarland Road, Poolesville	 301-977-3761
Pre-picked and pick-your-own fruits, vegetables, and flowers.  
Christmas trees in December. Open mid-May through December.	
Kingsbury’s Orchard	 kingsburysorchard.com
19415 Peach Tree Road, Dickerson	 301-972-8755
Family-owned orchard that opens in early July and grows 50 varieties of peaches and 
20 varieties of apples. Jams and jellies available.	
Lewis Orchards	 lewisorchardfarmmarket.com
18901 Peach Tree Road, Dickerson	 301-349-4101
Market offers fruits, vegetables, honey, jams, and jellies. Mid-June through November.
One Acre Farm	 oneacrefarm.com
18608 Wasche Road, Dickerson	 301-503-3724
Local farm and vegetable CSA with year-round delivery options.
Plow and Stars Farm	 plowandstarsfarm.com
14010 Montevideo Road, Poolesville	 240-812-2896
Local farm with pasture-raised meat and eggs.
R.B. Savage & Sons Farm	 @RBSavageandSons
23035 Mount Ephraim Road, Dickerson	 301-370-7111
Selling freezer-ready farm-raised beef, pork, poultry, and more.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Town of Poolesville	 poolesvillemd.gov
19721 Beall Street, Poolesville	 301-428-8927
Town of Barnesville	 barnesvillemd.org
P.O. Box 95, Barnesville	 301-972-8411

LIBRARY
Maggie Nightingale Public Library	  
	 montgomerycountymd.gov/Apps/Libraries/branchinfo/po.asp
19633 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville	 240-773-9550

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
John Poole Middle School	 montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/poolems/	
17014 Tom Fox Avenue, Poolesville	 240-740-4200
Monocacy Elem. School 	 montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/monocacyes/
18801 Barnesville Road, Dickerson	 240-740-5790
Poolesville Elem. School	 montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/poolesvillees/
19565 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville	 240-740-5870
Poolesville High School	 montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/poolesvillehs/
17501 W. Willard Road, Poolesville	 240-740-2400

TRANSPORTATION
MARC Train	 800-325-RAIL
	 mtamaryland.com/services/marc
Ride On Bus	 240-777-7433
	 montgomerycountymd.gov

POLICE AND FIRE
Montgomery County Police Department	 Non-emergency   301-279-8000

Upper Montgomery Co. Volunteer Fire	 Non-emergency   301-972-8888

PLACES OF WORSHIP
Barnesville Baptist Church
17917 Barnesville Road, Barnesville	 301-407-0500
Boyds Presbyterian Church
19901 White Ground Road, Boyds	 301-540-2544
Dickerson United Methodist Church
20331 Dickerson Church Road, Dickerson	 301-349-5416
Hosanna Community Church
17550 W Willard Rd, Poolesville	 800-881-5319
Iglesia Evangélica Apostoles y Profetas EF. 2:20 Fuente de Vida
18024 Elgin Road, Poolesville	 301-370-6254
Kunzang Paylul Choling Buddhist Temple
18400 River Road, Poolesville	 301-710-6259
Memorial United Methodist Church
17821 Elgin Road, Poolesville	 301-349-2010
Our Lady of the Presentation Catholic Church
17220 Tom Fox Avenue, Poolesville	 301-349-2045
Poolesville Baptist Church
17550 W. Willard Road, Poolesville	 301-349-4090
Poolesville Presbyterian Church
17800 Elgin Road, Poolesville	 301-972-7452
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
11900 Darnestown Road, Gaithersburg	 301-869-3666
Seneca Valley Friends, Kerr Fellowship Hall at Boyds Presbyterian
19901 White Ground Road, Boyds	 301-990-9627
St. Mary’s Catholic Church and Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima 
18230 Barnesville Road, Barnesville	 301-972-8660
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
20100 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville	 301-349-2073
West Montgomery United Methodist Church
21000 Beallsville Road, Dickerson	 301-349-2006

LOVE TO SHOP LOCAL

The Poolesville Area Chamber of Commerce is pleased to  
provide this map brochure to our area residents, businesses, and 
guests. We hope the information provided will help enhance your 
appreciation of this special part of Maryland. The chamber thanks  
the businesses and organizations who supported this map with  
their advertising dollars. Outdoor maps are funded by a Town of 
Poolesville grant.
Our local business community is an integral part of the Poolesville 
area, and we hope you take advantage of the many goods and services 
that they provide.
The chamber always welcomes new members. Visit our website, 
poolesvillechamber.com for more information about the Poolesville 
Area Chamber of Commerce
CONTENT  Tom Kettler	 GRAPHIC DESIGN  LetterSpace Creative
PHOTOGRAPHY  Kathy Bassett, Hilary Schwab
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EDITING  Dominique Agnew, Valaree Dickerson, Tara Scholtz, and 
Margaret Valega
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Additional copies of this map are available from the Poolesville Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Contact info@poolesvillechamber.com.



Poolesville’s Early History
Poolesville is a town of unique charm, a special place strategically 
located at a crossroads in western Montgomery County, not only 
one of geography, but also where the past intersects the present, 
agriculture connects with commerce, and rural beauty coexists 
with suburban amenities.
In 1760, two brothers, John and Joseph Poole, bought and divided 
a 160-acre tract of tobacco land in the area. John named his 
tract “Poole’s Right” and Joseph named his “Poole’s Hazzard.” 
On a fifteen-acre piece of Poole’s Right, John Poole, Jr. erected 
Poolesville’s first building in 1793, a log cabin store. Located at 
an existing crossroads, Poole’s Store became a center for trade 
and commerce, providing goods to local families and travelers. 
Poole subdivided his tract and sold lots to other merchants and, 
in 1810, the log store became Poolesville’s first post office. The 
settlement grew, and the Town of Poolesville (Poole’s Store) was 
truly underway.
Local farms flourished as farmers applied “new” methods like crop 
rotation and fertilizer to increase their yields. The construction 
of the C&O Canal in 1828 and the Metropolitan extension of the 
B&O Railroad in the 1870s provided new modes of transportation, 
improving the ability to obtain supplies and to ship agricultural 
goods to markets in Georgetown, Frederick, and Baltimore. 
Ferries all along the Montgomery County shore, including White’s 
Ferry, connected the canal and farms and businesses to Virginia 
and brought goods and people back and forth. By the mid-
nineteenth century, Poolesville was Montgomery County’s second 
largest town, behind Rockville.

The Civil War and Its Aftermath
During the Civil War, Union commanders considered the 
proximity of Virginia across the often-shallow fords of the 
Potomac River as a threat to the security of Washington, D.C. 
Consequently, as many as twenty thousand Union troops were 
stationed in and around Poolesville.
Yet the sympathies of many of Poolesville’s residents were with 
the Confederacy. Many men crossed the river to fight for the 
South. Although no major battles were fought within the town, 
Poolesville suffered the effects of raids and skirmishes, as well as 
the movement of troops crossing the Potomac on their way to 
battles in Antietam, Gettysburg, and Washington. The Battle of 
Ball’s Bluff took place on the Potomac River on October 21, 1861. 
Numerous and important historic communities of color  
surround the area around Poolesville. Communities such as Big 
Woods, which can trace its history back to 1816, were settled 
by free African Americans decades before emancipation. Self-
sufficient communities such as Martinsburg, Sugarland, and 
Jerusalem were established by formally-enslaved people shortly 
after the Civil War. Many of these communities are still home to 
fifth and sixth generation descendants of the founders.

POOLESVILLE:  CROSSROADS OF MONTGOMERY COUNT Y

Poolesville’s Government Is Established and the 
Town Grows
In 1867, the Town of Poolesville was incorporated by the State of 
Maryland. Expansion of the B&O Railroad line brought renewed 
prosperity and replaced the C&O Canal, which became obsolete 
by the turn of the century. Along with the small businesses that 
served the community, grain and dairy farming remained the 
primary industries until the mid-twentieth century. In both 1923 
and 1953, major fires swept through the town’s center, destroying 
shops and homes.
Largely untouched by the post-WWII building boom that  
fueled rapid growth elsewhere in Montgomery County,  
Poolesville retained its rural landscapes and small-town spirit. In 
1959, when an aerial picture of Poolesville residents was taken 
for the National Geographic Magazine, the town still had only 
298 residents. The town began to grow in the 1970s and today 
has approximately six thousand residents along with numerous 
businesses and a town gathering place, Whalen Commons, where 
many town activities are centered. In 1980, the Agricultural 
Reserve was established by Montgomery County to preserve the 
surrounding countryside. As a result, the green fields and forests 
look much the same as they did a century ago.

The Modern Day Town of Poolesville
Today, Poolesville still stands at a crossroads, where the forces of 
its history and its future converge. Seventeenth and eighteenth 
century structures, including Poole’s log cabin, stand alongside 
new buildings, and streets and parks are named after Poolesville’s 
founding citizens. In recognition of its historic significance, the 
Poolesville Historic District was listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1974 and designated in 2004 as a Maryland 
Certified Heritage Area. The town takes great pride in  
Poolesville High School which has repeatedly been named the 
number one high school in Maryland by annual school rankings 
published by the Washington Post. Poolesville High School has for 
many years been ranked among the best high schools in the state 
and nationally, especially due to its magnet programs.
The Poolesville area is a great place to hike, bike, enjoy numerous 
outdoor activities, explore local history, stop at an orchard, or 
visit new distilleries and wineries. Against a background of rural 
and natural beauty, Poolesville remains, as it has since its early 
days, a community that honors its origins as a small business 
and agricultural community, a commercial center for western 
Montgomery County, and an outstanding place in which to live.
Text provided by Historic Medley District, Inc. and  
Link Hoewing and Tom Kettler.
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